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About the Summer Institute

" 7 The Center for African Studies at Howard University in
— — collaboration with Princeton University are hosting a
4-day hybrid institute to introduce Ge’ez manuscripts
cataloged in PEMM (The Princeton Ethiopian, Eritrean,
and Egyptian Miracles of Mary database); The PEMM
database includes thousands of manuscript paintings
and stories about Mary, the world’s most storied
person. The manuscripts reveal universal problems
faced by humanity over time and one woman’s divine
ability to heal the world and deliver justice.
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The institute will include morning and afternoon
presentations by content experts. Teachers will learn
about art traditions and the historical and cultural
~contexts of early Christianity in Ethiopia and Eritrea.
_ They will gain knowledge of the significance of
P —| Ethiopian manuscripts, their production and use.

On the fourth day of the institute, local teachers will
attend a hands-on workshop. Ethiopian artist Aleme Tadesse and arts educator Karen Brown will
introduce participants to the various techniques, skills and tools relevant to making an illuminated
manuscript. Participants will explore the rich heritage of Ethiopian art. They will learn the concept and
application of traditional Ethiopian painting. These hands-on activities will equip educators with
techniques and strategies to engage their students in making their own manuscript books.

The institute will be particularly attractive to art teachers, language art teachers and social
science/world history teachers grades 6-9.

Healing and Justice Themes

Africans were among the first to compose stories about Mary. Over the centuries they have written over
a 1,000 short, meaningful narratives about Mary’s power to heal and restore justice in an unjust and
often violent world. Some stories depict good people in desperate need—those in search of healing
from disabilities, rescue from criminals and abusers, safe passage on difficult journeys, protection from
punishment. Some stories depict the wicked seeking to escape the consequences of their own
shortcomings. In one story, sixty-eight dogs go to court against their abusive owners. Upon hearing their
case, the Virgin Mary decides in their favor and allows them to eat their owners. Many stories are full of
slippery characters up to no good and wide-eyed innocents ensnared in their shenanigans, all of whom
stumble through startling plot turns to arrive in the arms of the all-forgiving mother. Miracle of Mary
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stories are parables dense with meaning, lively language, and vivid metaphors. As such they provide
fertile material for teachers and students to create original stories of healing and justice.
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Historical Background 8
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Ge’ez is an ancient Semitic language used today as a liturgical = a:70&:waReaan:
language in churches and synagogues in Ethiopia and Eritrea. e
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Gospels of Aksum date back to 500 C.E. Aksum’s King Ezana ity CE ety
declared Christianity the state religion in 330 C.E, making g fhdhav:Lke:
Aksum the world’s second oldest official Christian country K.0:4000:3 %5

. @ALNNG:DbETL
after Armenia. :
o100 LI

Crme e e e e e

Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, has long been revered in
Christian Africa, starting in Egypt in the second century and
spreading south through Nubian kingdoms to the Aksumite
empire by the sixth century. In the late 1300s, stories in Arabic about Mary began arriving in the
Ethiopian highlands from Egypt. Ethiopian monks translated the stories into Ge’ez and local artists
illuminated the stories. Known as Miracle of Mary stories, the manuscripts include stories about Mary
as a child and Mary as a divine being who performs miracles that heal the world and bring justice.

In the 14th century, Ethiopia’s King Dawit Il commissioned a gorgeous Miracles of Mary manuscript
(T&’ammarad Maryam manuscript) containing twelve gold-embellished portraits of Mary and 75 stories.
His son King Zara Yaqob and subsequent 15th and 16th century Ethiopian rulers spurred the production
of llluminated Miracle of Mary manuscripts. The manuscript tradition continues today in Ethiopia, the
only country in the world with a living manuscript culture. Ethiopian scribes and artists painstakingly
write and illuminate stories about Mary on parchment using paint made from locally sourced materials.

PEMM Database

The PEMM database will be a central feature of this institute. Teachers will use the database to explore
Miracle of Mary stories, paintings and manuscripts.

pemm.princeton.edu
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AGENDA

DAY 1: Tuesday, July 23, 2024
(in-person and virtual)

BREAKFAST

Welcome

Make Your Own Summer Institute Notebook

Participants will learn to make a simple, 3-hole pamphlet stitch book
to use this week for taking notes, practicing calligraphy and other
manuscript techniques.

The Long Tradition of Writing in Ethiopia and Eritrea
This presentation provides an overview of Ge‘ez, an ancient Ethiopian
language dating back to the third century.

Q&A

Healing and Justice: The Virgin Mary in African Literature and Art
This session is an introduction to the extraordinary folktales that
Africans have been writing since the second century about the
mother of all, the Virgin Mary. These stories about healing, reparative
justice, and personal ethics in a violent world represent an important
body of medieval written African literature and a rich repository of
African thought and innovation.

Q&A

LUNCH

Circle Reading of The Cairo Woman’s Daughter

Close-reading of Mary Story: The Cairo Woman’s Daughter

Classroom applications

Doing Research with the PEMM Website

Evaluation and Closing

Brenda Randolph
and Vanessa Oyugi

Karen Brown

Dawit Muluneh

Wendy Belcher

Wendy Belcher

Dawit Muluneh

Brenda Randolph
and Vanessa Oyugi

Wendy Belcher

Lesina Martin
and Helen Bond

Wendy Belcher
and Dawit Muluneh
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DAY 2: Wednesday, July 24, 2024
(in-person and virtual)

BREAKFAST

Monks, Monasteries and Manuscripts: Scribal Practices

Ethiopia and Eritrea are home to a living scribal tradition. This presentation
will consider a manuscript as a physical artifact of a culture, not just a text to
be read. We will explore the details that you can learn about a manuscript
from Ethiopia or Eritrea without having to read a single word of the text.

Q&A

Painting the Human and the Divine: The Virgin Mary in African
Literature and Art

In this session, participants will learn about the visual and symbolic
strategies that the artists of the Ethiopian and Eritrean “Miracles of
Mary” utilized to communicate narrative and spiritual meaning to
their audiences.

Q&A
LUNCH

Close-Looking at Miracle of Mary Paintings: The Syrian Potter’s
Poems

Classroom applications

Sacred Music and Chant of Ethiopia and Eritrea
In this session, participants will learn how traditional Ethiopian music known
as Yaradwi music is taught in traditional schools.

Evaluation and Closing

Visit to Catholic University Ethiopian Manuscript (optional)

2024 Summer Institute for Educators

Jeremy Brown

Dawit Muluneh

Jenica Brown

Dawit Muluneh
(or Jeremy Brown)

Wendy Belcher
Jenica Brown
and Jeremy Brown

Lesina Martin
and Helen Bond

Ligetebet Tekle

Monica Blanchard
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DAY 3: Thursday, July 25, 2024
(in-person and virtual)

9:30 BREAKFAST
10:00 Learning the Ethiopic Script Tafessework
Gebeyehu
11:00 Ethiopian Calligraphy Aleme Tadesse
Participants will learn the strokes, techniques, and historical context of
Ethiopian calligraphy
12:15 LUNCH
1:00 Creating Hareg Aleme Tadesse
In this session, participants will learn the intricacies and historical
significance of harag. By the end, they will be able to draw and understand
the deeper meanings behind each pattern.
2:30 Classroom Applications Lesina Martin

and Helen Bond

3:00 Evaluation and Closing
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DAY 4: Friday, July 26, 2024
(in-person only)

9:30 BREAKFAST

10:00 Manuscript Making - Painting Aleme Tadesse
In this workshop, participants will explore the rich heritage of Ethiopian art.
They will learn the concept and application of traditional Ethiopian painting.

12:00 ETHIOPIAN LUNCH
12:45 Manuscript Making - Painting, part 2 Aleme Tadesse
1:30 Making a Double Pamphlet Stitch Book with Historical References Karen Brown

In this workshop participants will continue the hands-on bookmaking
by creating a double pamphlet binding, using beautiful materials and
utilizing historical techniques to add embellishments and place-
holders.

3:00 Evaluation and culminating activity
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FACILITATORS’ BIOS

Brenda Randolph

Brenda Randolph is a graduate of North Carolina Central University,
holds a Master's degree in African Studies from Howard University and
a Master's in Library and Information Services from the University of
Maryland, College Park. She has worked as a library media specialist in
Virginia, Massachusetts, and Maryland. She is the president of Africa
Access, a nonprofit that she founded in 1989 to combat stereotypes
about Africa and help schools, public libraries, and parents improve
the quality of their K-12 collections on Africa. In 1991 she founded the
Children’s Africana Book Award in partnership with the Outreach
Council of the African Studies Association. Randolph has published articles in various journals on the
depiction of Africa in children’s literature. She currently works as Outreach Co-Director at the Center for
African Studies at Howard University.

Vanessa Oyugi

Vanessa Oyugi recently completed her doctoral studies in the African
Studies and Research Program at Howard University. Her dissertation
project examines the use of literature as political platform and as a
source of historical memory and focuses on the works of Kenyan
writers Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Binyavanga Wainaina, Yvonne Owuor and
Mukoma wa Ngugi. The underlying motivation for this work is to
explore how the nation produces literature and, in particular, how
literature narrates the nation. During her doctoral studies, Vanessa
taught Introduction to African Literature and Introduction to
Contemporary Africa classes in which she aimed to make historical and contemporary connections
reflecting topics relevant to students. Vanessa currently works as Outreach Co-Director at the Center for
African Studies at Howard University.
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Helen Bond

Helen Bond is an Associate Professor of Curriculum and Instruction in
the School of Education at Howard University. She has a Ph.D. in
Human Development from Virginia Tech, a Master’s degree in
Communications from West Virginia University, and a Bachelor’s of
Science degree in Education from the Ohio State University.

Dr. Bond has experience in education and human development in
Africa, India, Germany, Bangladesh, and the United States. She was
selected as a Fulbright-Nehru Scholar to India in 2012. She provided
training for teachers in refugee camps along the border of Ethiopia
and Somali in 2013-14. She assisted UNICEF’s West and Central Africa Regional Office with the post-
Ebola effort by helping to develop a literacy and numeracy curriculum that would enable youth to catch
up on missed education. She also served as an expert for the Ministries of Education in Ethiopia and the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) in 2008 to develop a country-wide teacher licensing
system.

Lesina Martin

Lesina Martin is a native of Detroit, MI. She graduated from Howard
University in 2003 with a B.A. in African Studies and is now pursuing a
graduate degree in African Studies. While there, she co-founded Nsaa
Dance ensemble - the University’s first campus organization for
African dance and drumming. Also during her time at Howard, she
joined Farafina Kan under the direction of Mabhiri Keita-Edwards - son
and protégé of Mamady Keita. For ten years, she taught outreach
throughout the Washington, DC area with Traditional Expressions, an
Arts Enrichment program designed to teach African folkloric studies
(dance, music, and song). She entered the classroom full-time teaching Social Studies in 2014, and is
now an Arts Integration Specialist and Co-Director of Farafina Kan’s Junior Company. Over the years,
Lesina has traveled to West Africa on several occasions to study traditional folklore in Guinea, Senegal,
Gambia, Ghana and Cote D’Ivoire. Lesina endeavors to continue the mission of working with the
community and fellow educators to increase awareness of African cultural heritage.
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Ania Ueno

Innovative professional with over a decade of experience in the
education and nonprofit sectors in the areas of communications,
digital content, media, outreach, program management, event
planning and nonprofit operations. A creator and strategist who
produces content that engages, educates, and inspires with the goal
of addressing social issues. An uncommon blend of creative talents,
technical knowhow, graduate education and international experience
working, studying and traveling throughout Africa, Asia, Europe, and

the Middle East. Currently, Ania works at the Center for African

Studies at Howard University as the Communications and Media Manager, after receiving a master’s
degree in African Studies from Howard and teaching at an international academy in Dakar, Senegal.

The Gold Road

SELECT CATEGORIES

b & = i
Landscapes || Places || Poople || Trada/Amfacts | Architocturs

The Gold Road is an interactive map which
highlights the people, places, and items related
to the medieval Sudanic empires of Ghana, Mali
and Songhai. Gold, the region’s most valuable
resource, moved along regional and trans-
Saharan routes reaching as far north as France.
The Gold Road invites users to explore hundreds
of topics related to the empires and their role in
global history.

TheGoldRoad.org

Online Teaching Tools

The Princeton Ethiopian, Eritrean, and Egyptian
Miracles of Mary (PEMM) project is a
comprehensive resource for the 1,000+ miracle
stories written about and the 2,500+ images
painted of the Virgin Mary in these African
countries, and preserved in Ge'ez between 1300
and the present.

pemm.princeton.edu
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PRESENTERS’ BIOS

Wendy Belcher

Wendy Laura Belcher is a professor in Princeton University’s
departments of Comparative Literature and African American
Studies, where she is a specialist in early written African literature,
particularly that in African languages. Her research focuses on how to
debunk stereotypes of Africans as peoples without history, texts, or
influence until the 1950s. She also works as a co-translator to provide
access to medieval and early modern African texts in Ga‘az (classical
Ethiopic), including a biography, works of philosophy, short stories,

4 and a medieval novel. Her books in progress are Ladder of Heaven:
The M/racles of the V/rg/n Mary in Medieval African Literature and Art (supported by her NEH-funded
digital humanities project PEMM) and The Black Queen of Sheba: A Global History of an African Idea.

Jenica Brown

Jenica Brown is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Art and
Archaeology at Princeton University. She studies late medieval and
early modern Ethiopian art within broader cultural and geographical
networks, with particular emphasis on the Mediterranean world. Her
research focuses primarily on paintings, from the monumental to the
miniature, and textiles, including histories of costume and the
depiction of textiles in other media.

Jenica received her B.A. in art history and Italian and her B.F.A. in
painting from Indiana University in 2016, before completing her M.A.
in art history at the University of Toronto in 2020. She is interested in strategies for presenting art
historical and social narratives to the public within museum contexts and has interned at several
museums, including the Sidney and Lois Eskenazi Museum of Art at Indiana University and the
Indianapolis Museum of Art. In 2024 she participated in the Alexis Gregory Curatorial Practice Program
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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Jeremy Brown

Dr. Jeremy R. Brown is the Cataloger of Ethiopic Manuscripts at Hill
Museum & Manuscript Library (HMML). Brown holds a BA in Biblical
Studies from George Fox University in Oregon, a MA in Theological
Studies from Portland Seminary in Oregon, and a PhD in Semitic
Languages and Literatures from the Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C. He is also the Senior Researcher, Cataloger, &
Translator for the Princeton Ethiopian, Eritrean, and Egyptian Miracles
of Mary digital humanities project where he has identified and
translated miracles stories in manuscripts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Egypt,

Karen O. Brown

Karen O. Brown is a professional artist with extensive experience as
an arts educator. She conducts workshops and residencies each year
for organizations including The Center for African Studies at Howard
University, Africa Access, The Kennedy Center, The Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the American Indian, and Teaching for Change.
She taught professional development workshops for Native American
educators in North Dakota for three summer for the Smithsonian's
Education Outreach Program. Recently, Karen completed a series of
workshops as the first Artist in Residence at Children's Hospital in
Washington DC. She has permanent art installations at the DC Commission for the Arts, Children's
National Medical Center and the DC Convention Center. Karen has traveled extensively and worked in
Japan, India, Poland, Russia, and Haiti and is passionate about cultural studies. She draws students and
educators into learning curriculum as they discover the joys of artistic expression.
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Tafessework Gebeyehu

After immigrating to the United States, Tafessework Gebeyehu
earned a bachelor’s degree in Family Studies and a master’s degree in
educational technology from the University of Maryland. With a
strong passion for educating and counseling young people, she began
her career in teenage counseling before transitioning to classroom
teaching. Tafessework has successfully taught diverse age groups,
including preschoolers and college students, across multiple
countries.

Currently a professor at Howard University, Tafessework developed
the Ambharic curriculum from scratch. With more than ten years of teaching experience, including seven
at Howard, she emphasizes the importance of language education and strives to make it more accessible
worldwide.

Beyond traditional teaching methods, Tafessework embraces innovative technology, utilizing online
platforms since 2017 to extend her teaching beyond the classroom. An advocate for technology
integration and global collaboration, she aims to be a catalyst for change in 21st-century education,
making the Amharic language accessible and appreciated on a global scale.

Dawit Muluneh

Dawit Muluneh earned a Mechanical Engineering degree at Virginia
Tech 2011. He worked at the Patent and Trademark Office as a
Patent examiner for three years. He studied Ge’ez at Debre Libanos
monastery for 1 % years before receiving his Master’s degree at
Catholic University in 2020 in Ethiopic and Coptic Studies. Dawit
joined Howard University as PhD student in Fall of 2023 in the
department of African Studies.
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Aleme Tadesse

Founder Aleme Tadesse is a trained architect and accomplished visual
artist specializing in various mediums, including oil, acrylic, and
watercolor. His artwork spans a wide range, from Ethiopian
traditional painting to contemporary art, and captures the essence of
Washington DC life in vibrant watercolor. With additional skills as a
jewelry maker in silver casting and a textile designer, Aleme is a
versatile artist with a passion for community organization.

Aleme has organized painting events for both kids and adults,
fostering creativity and cultural exploration. Aleme established
Bet'eseb African Heritage Art Center, driven by a desire to create a space that nurtures heritage, cultural
exchange, and talent development. By recognizing the gaps he faced during his own youth, Aleme is
committed to addressing the needs of our community and providing a constructive and inclusive
environment for future generations.

Ligetebet Tekle

Tekle is a scholar of ancient Christian music, having spent over 20
years perfecting the traditional Ethiopian music known as Yaradawi
Zema. He is certified in three disciplines of education: Zema, Digwa,
and Aquaquam, each equivalent to earning a PhD. Tekle also
completed a theology degree at St. Paul Seminary and is currently
pursuing a master's in Christian Counseling. Beyond his academic
achievements, Tekle is the founder of Bete Tekle Academy, where he
teaches traditional Ethiopian music. Through this academy, Tekle has
played a crucial role in preserving the endangered music of Yaradawi




Thank you

for joining us

cfas.howard.edu/outreach

brenda.randolph@howard.edu
vanessa.oyugi@howard.edu
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